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PERMITS AND INSPECTIONS BULLETIN 
 

RMOW Building Department bulletin regarding Snow Loading 

 
This bulletin is published to provide clarification of the 2018 BC Building Code Snow Load 
requirements in the Resort Municipality of Whistler. 
 
Code Requirements: 
 
Section 9.4 of the 2018 BC Building code addresses the specified loads for Part 9 Housing and 
Small Buildings of traditional light frame wood construction.  The simplified snow load calculation 
in Article 9.4.2.2. anticipates the use of the prescriptive structural requirements outlined in Part 9 
and is rarely seen in Whistler construction. 
 
The high ground snow load in Whistler far exceeds the prescriptive requirements of Part 9 of the 
BC Building Code.  Therefore, structural design of all Part 9 buildings and structures shall be 
designed to the loads outlined in Part 4 unless approved in writing by the Building Official.   Utilize 
the specified snow load calculation outlined in Article 4.1.6.2.: 
 

S = Is [Ss (CbCwCsCa) + Sr 
 
Ground Snow Load: 
 
For all buildings at an elevation between 600m and 1000m (above mean sea level), Environment 
Canada has provided the RMOW with a calculation for Ground Snow Load (GSL) based on 
Elevation, in meters.   
 

Ss (50-year, kPa)  =  0.0143 * z 
Sr (50-year, kPa) =  0.66 + 0.00033 * z 

 
   z = Mean Sea Level Elevation, in meters 
 
For buildings above 1000m, please contact Environment Canada (416-739-4365 or 
ec.services.climatiques-climate.services.ec@canada.ca) to determine the appropriate 
ground snow load. 

 
Conclusion: All Part 3 and 9 buildings in Whistler shall be designed by a licensed 

Professional Engineer to Part 4 due to the high snow loads in Whistler; unless 
approved in writing by the Building Official.  Please include site elevation, ground 
snow load values and specified snow load calculation on all Structural Drawings. 
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