
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 PRESENT:  
Co-Chair. AWARE/C2C Grizzly Bear Initiative, C. Ruddy 
Co-Chair and Recording Secretary, RMOW, H. Williamson 
Conservation Officer Services, B. Mueller  
GFL Environmental, D. Imbeau  
Member at Large, I. Minic-Lukac 
 
Conservation Officer Services, E. Harbich 
RMOW Parks and Trails, L. Russel  
Whistler Community Services Society, D. Knox 

REGRETS: 

Get Bear Smart Society, E. Lamb 
RMOW Council, A. DeJong 
RMOW Bylaw Services, J. Pineda 
RCMP, R. Knapton 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Moved by B. Mueller   
Seconded by I. Minic-Lukac 
 
That Whistler Bear Advisory Committee adopt the Whistler Bear Advisory 
Committee Agenda of November 13, 2019. 

           
CARRIED 

ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

Moved by  
Seconded by  
 
That Whistler Bear Advisory Committee adopt the Regular Whistler Bear 
Advisory Committee Minutes of October 09, 2019.  

CARRIED 

 

          

M I N U T E S
R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  O F  W H I S T L E R  B E A R  A D V I S O R Y  
C O M M I T T E E  
W E D N E S D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  1 3 ,  2 0 1 9 ,  S T A R T I N G  A T  8 : 3 0  
A . M .  

In the Decker Room 
8020 Nesters Road, Whistler, BC V8E 0G4 
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A presentation by B. Mueller was given regarding Conservation Officer Service 
activities and a discussion was held.  

 E. Harbich is now a full duty officer and will be working in Whistler 
alongside B. Mueller over the next year to complete field training  

 Extremely busy fall for bear activity, barbeques have been a major 
attractant, even ones that haven’t been used recently.  

 22 confined village reports this fall. This is unusual, COS has not seen 
activity like this in over 4 years, underlying reason is unknown.  

 2 bears have been destroyed this fall, both were previously hazed and 
relocated 

 
A presentation by C. Ruddy was given AWARE’s activities and a discussion 
was held.  

 Ecocitizen video will be added to the Spirit Pass training sessions this 
fall 

 
A presentation by I. Minic-Lucak was given regarding WWPG activities and a 
discussion was held.  

 WWPG has been delivering biking for bears program around Whistler 
golf courses  

 Most dog owners have been receptive to program but issues still remain 
 

D. Imbeau joined meeting at 9:10am 
 
A presentation by D. Imbeau was given regarding GFL activities and a 
discussion was held.  

 GFL has been experiencing major issues with bears destroying totes in 
Squamish 

 GFL has experienced few bear-related issues in Whistler this season 
 
A presentation by H. Williamson was given regarding RMOW Environmental 
Stewardship activities and a discussion was held.  

 L. Harrison, RMOW’s Bear Smart Program Assistant (BSPA), has 
finished her term for the season 

 The 2019 BSPA final report indicates that 73 calls were made to the 
RAPP line for food conditioned bears in Whistler. Barbeques and 
garbage remained the most common attractants.   

 L. Harrison attended a wide variety of Whistler events and interacted 
with key demographics. The young transient worker demographic 
remained the most difficult to reach.  

 C. Ruddy mentioned that Connect Whistler Week and two Inside Scoop 
events could be added to BSPA 2020 schedule in order to increase 
engagement with young transient worker demographic  
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PRESENTATIONS 

 
A presentation by Dan Knox from the Whistler Community Services Society on 
the Bear Cache Program. 

 Goal of the program was to reduce human bear interactions by providing 
safe food storage options for those living outdoors  

 Program ran from May 1 to November 30, 2019  
 8 people participated in the program and used caches between 1-6 

months  
 No negative bear interactions amongst those using the caches, caches 

also appeared to reduce issues with rodents 
 5 caches were purchased, 2 were lost throughout the season. 

Recommended that an additional 5 caches be purchased for 2020 
 
A presentation by the RMOW Parks and Trails Supervisor, Lorne Russel, on the 
outcomes of this year’s Alpine Ranger Program.  

 Alpine ranger patrol days were doubled in 2019, Sproatt was patrolled 7 
days a week and Rainbow was patrolled on weekends.  

 12,500 total users on the alpine network in 2019, user numbers 
increased on Sproatt but decreased slightly on Rainbow   

 0 wildlife related closures in Alpine Trail network, 3 bear in area notices 
and 1 aggressive owl notice  

 Dogs and E bikes prohibited from entire trail network in 2019, few issues 
on Rainbow but Sproatt required significant ranger enforcement effort 

 Recommendations for 2020 program include increased watershed ranger 
days, ranger hut installation on Sproatt, additional wildlife cameras and 
counters and increased education and safety signage 
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MOTION TO TERMINATE 

 

 

Moved by H. Williamson 
Seconded by I. Minic-Lukac 
 
That the Whistler Bear Advisory Committee Meeting of November 13, 2019 be terminated at 10:10 
a.m.                                                                      CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 
Chair, Claire Ruddy                                                Recording Secretary, Hillary Williamson 


